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GOOD EVENING : 
In all other States in 
Australia, Governments, Liberal a M 
alike, have taken the attitude 
that "because a very large sum of 
public money is invested in railway 
services that this is the form of 
transport in which the public has 
heavily invested, to ensure adequate 
provision for long distance haulage, 
that competition by road transport 
with the rail services should "be 
controlled and limited and that any 
s^^ices in competition with the 
railways should pay a fee which 
makes a contribution to the servicing 
of the debt on the railways• 
moment has a limited road transport 
control system which has imposed a 
control on certain routes where 
competition with the railways is 
either prohibited or strictly limited. 
That control will end on 31st March, 
of this year as the Government has 
not extended the legislation. 
After some debate some two years ago 
South Australia at the 
Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.
Page 2, 
PREMIER'S DEPARTMENT, 
* ADELAIDE. 
TELEPHONE 28 2400 
TELEVISION SCRIPT. . 
Station: < Duration: Title: 
Date: Type: Key No: 
Audio 
on what should "be done in this sphere, 
the Government appointed a Royal 
Commission on State Transport services 
^^ch has sat since May, 1966, and has 
now reported to the Government. The 
Commission has made twenty-one 
recommendations many of them iiiter»-
dependent, and it is important /for 
the Government immediately to^ake, 
" j 
clear the views which it has/establish 
from a preliminary study of/'the 
i ' . 
/ Commission's recommendations. 
/ 
In the view ofwthe Governmen 
n it is essential for us in thi6 State j 
to keep costs of transport low. The 
I . 
State has a great potential future as 
a central industrialised area in r 
Australia, "but this can only "be 
realised if we are able to maintain 
competitive transport costs for our 
industries. -
The Royal Commission has 
/ recommended a general licensing systen 
for road transport and has concluded 
that some regulation of the road 
transport industry is necessary if 
only to ensure that adequate services 
sd 
t, 
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• / 
to the public are maintained and 
that the standard of service given' 
is good. 
• 
. The Government "believes that 
some regulation to ensure standards 
and to ensure adequate competition 
is required, but we make it clear 
that as a result of the evidence 
i 
tendered to the Royal Commission we 
! 
do not believe that any system of 
regulation of road/transport should 
^^ther impose another tax on road 
transport or be used to discourage 
road transport's competing with the 
railway system. 
We believe by eliminating any 
controls upon adequate competition, 
the most efficient forms of service 
will be ensured. Therefore, any 
fee to be paid under any regulation 
system should only cover the cost 
of administration of ensuring 
adequate standards and adequate 
competition. 
Video 
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The Government agrees that the 
railways must be brought to the 
maximum standard of efficiency to 
A 
~ope with present-day demand for 
railway service. 
The Royal Commission on Transport 
has recommended that the Road Main-
i •> • 
tenance Contribution^ct be . amended 
/ 
to provide road maintenance contribute 
by any commercial goods vehicle the 
load capacity of which exceeds four t 
^^ place of the present eight-ton. 
minimum, and it is then recommended 
that exemptions be given in relation 
to cartage of grain, wool and 
livestock under certain conditions. 
The Government does not believe 
that we should amend the Road' . 
Maintenance Contribution Act to bring 
in all commercial vehicles "of more 
than four tons load capacity, but 
since it is not proposed to'do this, 
it is not proposed to proceed either 
with the further exemptions 
recommended. 
on 
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It must be remembered that 
South Australia is collecting far 
/ 
less revenue in this area than, is 
I • -
any other State proportionately.. 
It does this in order to maintain .j1 
a low-cost structure in the State, 
i • 
but this then means jthat this 
State has less revenue for State 
services'and development than 
have the other States proportionately. 
i 
There is therefore ja limit to which 
exemptions can go,/and revenues have 
to be found in.other areas in 
order to maintain services 
comparable with those of other 
States. 
You may say what does all 
this mean? I may seem to have 
been talking in slightly com-
plicated terms. What it means 
is that industry, commerce and 
agriculture can be assured that 
following the receipt of the 
recommendations of the Royal 
Commission on Transport, the 
Government makes it clear that it 
does not propose to prohibit road 
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transport, to limit its competition 
with the railways, or to impose 
additional imposts upon road transport 
n^ South Australia for revenue raisin;, 
or to pay the contribution towards 
the servicing of the railways debt. 
This means that South 
Australian industry, commerce and" 
agriculture, can be assured of 
maintaining a cheap, increasingly . 
efficient and competitive system of 
road and rail transport, and that 
Qley will be able to choose freely 
the best means for the transporting 
of their goods. 
Video 
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